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been for years Director of Greenland. It will be in one volume, and, 
besides giving a general history of Greenland and its people, will contain 
an appendix relating to the natural history and meteorology of the 
country, and will be illustrated by a series of plates (fac-similes of draw- 
ings by the Greenland Eskimo, some of which have already found their 
way into the United States) and a new map. 

It appears that the great harvest of white bear-skins is obtained in 
Greenland from the extreme south, when the bears come on the ice 
drifted around Cape Farewell in the current from the east coast ; that 
some are taken on the ice round Upernavik in the far north, but that 
bears are very scarce between Julianehaab and Upernavik. The cod- 
fish are mainly taken on the Torske Bank, off Sukkertoppen, and the 
narwhal horns are entirely from North Greenland. 

MICEOSCOPY. 1 

Microscopy at the American Association. — The subsection of 
microscopy of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, 
which has hitherto been a transient organization, temporarily formed 
whenever necessary, was established as a permanent body at the Buffalo 
meeting in August last. In addition to business connected with the de- 
tails of organization, nine papers were read, and many interesting dis- 
cussions were held. Two evenings were occupied, one by an informal 
soiree at the rooms of the subsection, and the other by a very successful 
reception tendered by the Buffalo Microscopical Club. The members 
present were cordially and unanimously in favor of the permanent or- 
ganization. Dr. R. H. Ward, of Troy, was elected chairman for the 
first year, ending with the Nashville meeting next August. It is ear- 
nestly desired and hoped that the microscopists of the country will take 
such an active interest in the organization as to secure for themselves 
and others the really great advantages which it offers. 

Double-Stained Muscular Fibres. — Dr. Geo. D. Beatty calls 
attention to the Lissotriton punctalus (the smooth-skin newt) and the 
Ampkinma tridactylum as microscopical treasures, the muscular fibres, 
especially of the tongue, being particularly beautiful, the transverse 
strias being very well marked, and the nuclei very large in both species, 
and greatly elongated in Amphiuma, stretching one third across the field 
with a one-fifth objective and A ocular. The tissues should be double, 
stained for the nuclei with carmine and with picric acid to bring out 
the transverse striae. The tissue is hardened by ninety-five per cent, 
alcohol, followed by absolute alcohol, and sections cut in a section ma- 
chine or fibres teased out carefully with needles. The sections or threads 
are placed for one minute in twenty-five per cent, alcohol, soaked for 
five minutes in Dr. J. J. Woodward's borax-carmine solution, soaked 
about ten minutes in alcohol acidulated with twenty per cent, of hydro- 
i Conducted by Dk. E. H. Wakd, Troy, N. Y. 
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chloric acid until the carmine is nearly removed from all parts except 
the nuclei, washed in alcohol for a few minutes, the solution being changed 
until free from acid ; then placed for one half to one minute in an alco- 
holic solution, one twelfth grain to one ounce of picric acid, washed in 
alcohol, and transferred through absolute alcohol and oil of cloves to 
balsam for mounting. 

Photo-Micrography. — Dr. Charles Jewett, of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
has produced extremely perfect photographs of Amphipleura pellucida 
with Tolles's one-fifth immersion objective, B ocular, and Zentmayer's 
amplifier. 

A New Fungus. — Mr. J. P. Moore has presented to the San Fran- 
cisco Microscopical Society a specimen and description of a remarkable fun- 
gus found growing from a beam in an abandoned drift, four hundred feet 
below the surface, in the Yellow Jacket Mine, Gold Hill, Nevada. The 
growth commences as a pure white mycelium bursting out of the wood. 
The specimen described was three feet four inches long, of a light buff 
color, and consisted mainly of a three-parted stem, two or three inches 
in diameter, attached by means of a disk eight or ten inches wide. To- 
wards the other end the stem divided into short branches greatly resem- 
bling in shape and arrangement the young antlers of a stag, the three 
terminal ones being much the most vigorous and conspicuous, forming a 
perfect trident. The gills are distant, decurrent, notched, and sinuate, 
and of a pale straw color ; the spores ovate or round, exceedingly minute, 
and borne on true basidia. The plant is called by the miners the lily 
of the mines ; by Mr. Moore, Agaricus iridens. 



SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

— The Bulletin of the United States Geological and Geographical 
Survey of the Territories, Vol. ii., No. 4, issued August 4, 1876, contains 
the following papers : Notes on the Geology of Northeastern New Mex- 
ico, by O. St. John. Sexual, Individual, and Geographical Variation in 
Leucosticte tephrocotis, by J. A. Allen. Geographical Variation among 
North American Mammals, especially in Respect to Size, by J. A. Allen. 
Descriptions and Illustrations of Fossils from Vancouver's and Sucia 
Islands and other Northwestern Localities, by F. B. Meek. Note on 
the new Genus Mintacrinus, by F. B. Meek. 

— Advices from Professor Hayden, in charge of the United States 
Geological Survey of the Territories, state that his parties are all in the 
field and with orders to finish the work in Colorado and return by No- 
vember 1st. Professor Hayden has been with one of the parties making 
an examination of Raton Mountains and San Luis Park so as to perfect 
the coloring of the geological map. 



